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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRraUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  al  ) 

V8  )  AFFIDAVIT  OF  IIMORA,  Mlnofu 

ARAKI,  Sadao,  at  al  ) 


i 


Having  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  as  on  attached  sheet  and  In 
accordance  with  the  procedure  followaa  in  my  country,  I  hereby  de¬ 
pose  as  follows: 

1.  I  am  IIMURA,  Minoru,  an  ex-Lleutenant  General. 

2.  From  April,  1921,  to  March,  1922,  I  served  In  the  ^rmy 
General  Staff  as  a  member  of  a  section  of  which  General  ARAKI  was 
the  chief.  Again  from  August,  1928,  to  Auguob,  1929)  I  served  at 
Instructor  In  the  Army  Staff  College  of  which  the  General  was  the 
President.  Thus  I  served  twice  as  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral. 


3*  During  his  term  of  office  as  President  of  the  Army  Staff 
College,  Gen.  ARAKI,  unlike  his  predecessors,  used  to  lay  special 
stress  on  the  culture  of  the  moral  character  as  well  as  technical 
faculties  of  the  students  as  officers  of  the  Japanese  Army.  When¬ 
ever  he  gave  an  Instruction  or  special  lecture  to  the  students,  he 
did  not  fall  to  advise  them  to  cultivate  their  moral  character  to 
that  they  might  be  qualified  in  the  future  to  com.v.and  large  forces 
or  assist  superior  officers.  After  outlining  the  course  of  the 
First  World  War,  he  would  teach  the  students  thftt  it  was  our  old 
tradition  that  no  war  be  opened  without  sufficient  reasons  justify¬ 
ing  It.  He  liked  to  trace  tho  tragic  end  of  those  who  were  driven 
by  his  ambition  to  fight  unjustifiable  wars.  In  speaking  of 
Napoleon  he  used  to  say  that  olthourn  v/iMi  his  brilliant  genius^ 
adamant  will  and  manly  and  erjuageoua  character,  he  was  a  model  of 
soldlres,  the  motives  of  hJs  warn  dud  above  all  his  behavior  after 
the  enthronement,  were  quite  conf.rnxy  r,o  the  prlnclrle?  of  our  Im¬ 
perial  Army,  and  would  add  tna»;  the  students  should  take  advantagd 
of  the  object  lessons  given  by  Nr.pc^.eon.  He  often  taught  the  stu¬ 
dents  how  to  behavo  when  in  the  future  they  might  be  in  some  vital 
positions  of  the  state.  He  taught  them  not  to  worry  about  the 
small  extent  of  the  Japanese  tervltory,  but  to  keep  to  the  0-Yashima 
(the  original  islor.dr  cf  the  Jensnese  Empira),  saying:  "If  we 
manifest  the  virtues  of  our  Empire  end  citrify  thj  light  of  our  na¬ 
tion,  our  country  will  prosper  of  its  ov/n  accord.  Never  suffer  our 
country  to  be  invaded  by  other  nations,  but  never  think  of  invading 
other  countries.  The  true  aim  of  our  Army  ]lec  in  manifesting  the 
Imperial  virtues."  In  regard  to  the  behovior  of  soldiers  In  battle 
fields,  the  General  always  remarked  that  strict  discipline- be  en¬ 
forced  so  that  there  could  be  no  room  for  cririclsm  against  the 
Army  of  the  Japanese  Empire  which  was  one  of  the  greatest  Powers  in 
the  world.  In  this  connection,  he  said,  Lracln.s  his  own  personal 
experiences  during  the  Russo-Japanese  War.  that  the  psychology  at 
the  front  was  a  strange  thing,  that  thereicre  it  was  very  difficult  ; 
even  for  highly  cultured  officers  to  control  themselves  in  battles  * 
and  that  It  was  necessary,  especially  for  the  graduates  of  the  Army 
Staff  College,  to  cultivate  their  virtues  as  well  as  Intellectual 
faculties.  He  emphasized  that,  besides  complying  with  international 
treaties,  it  was  necessary  to  refrain  from  resorting  to  any  weapons 
or  modes  of  operation  which  would  involve  injuries  to  civilians,  and 
Warned  them  never  to  listen  to  the  abhorrent  proposals  in  Europe 
that  noxioua  gaaea  and  bacteria  be  used  in  war. 
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He  said  that  victory  should  be  perpetuated  and  that  If  any 
one  of  the  graduates  of  the  Army  Staff  College  should  do  anything 
which  would  provoke  resentment  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  forces  or 
enemy  natloni  It  would  be  a  shame  to  the  College* 

He  taught  his  students  that  despite  the  general  state  of  cc 
fusion  prevailing  at  that  time,  none  of  them  should  commit  any 
imprudent  act  which  might  be  inconsistent  with  his  duties,  and  that 
they  should  elevate  their  ideas  and  widen  their  range  of  view* 

Above  all  it  is  to  be  mentioned  here  that  during  his  term  of  office 
as  President  of  the  College,  the  General  gave  to  the  students  a 
precedent-breaking  task  entitled  “Rules  of  Conduct  for  Japanese  Of¬ 
ficers,"  to  bo  answered  by  each  student.  By  commenting  up5n  the 
answers  of  the  students,  the  General  showed  them  specifically  all 
the  above  principles* 

4-*  During  his  term  of  office  at  the  Army  Staff  College, 

Gen*  ARAKI  annually  took  the  second-jrear  class  students  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  on  a  trip  to  Uanchuria  in  order  to  study  the  historic  remains 
of  the  Russo-Japanese  War.  I  also  took  part  in  this  trip  for 
about  three  weeks  in  my  capacity  as  regular  instructor  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  war  for  the  class.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1929» 

From  the  time  of  our  departure  from  the  harbor  of  Kobe,  the 
General  tried  to  be  in  constant  contact  with  the  students  and  util¬ 
ized  all  the  time  he  could  spare  to  talk  with  them  with  a  view  to 
their  moral  education*  I  was  always  present  at  such  talks  as  regular 
Instructor.  His  talks  mainly  concerned  his  personal  experiences 
in  the  Russo-Japanese  “hr  in  which  he  took  part  as  adjutant  of  the 
Umezawa  Mixed  Brigade.  He  narrated  the  circumstances  of  the  bat¬ 
tles  at  the  actual  spots* 

What  impressed  the  students  as  well  as  myself  was  the  fact 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  sign  of  bellicosity  in  his  talk* 

On  the  contrary,  he  preferred  to  dwell  upon  the  miseries  and  hard* 
ships  of  war,  citing  such  sayings  as, i  “War  is  the  gravest  matter 
of  the  state.  Whoever  goes  to  war  cannot  be  sure  about  the  possible 
place  of  his  end."  -  a  quotation  from  Suntse,  a  Chinese  classical 
writer  on  strategy.  His  tone  was  always  very  grave  and  somber* 

The  General  consistently  held  that  every  soldier  should  conform 
himself  to  the  Emperor's  will,  and  in  his  instructions  to  the 
students  he  used  to  quote  the  Imperial  rescripts  of  the  peace- 
loving  emperors  of  Japan*  Especially  he  often  quoted  the  Imperial 
Rescript  which  the  Emperor  Meljl  gave  to  the  members  of  his  army 
and  navy  in  1882  in  order  to  show  that  the  duty  of  the  Japanese  Armj 
and  Navy  exclusively  consisted  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
by  no  means  in  aggression* 

5*  As  regards  war  mementos,  he  taught:  “Never  think  of  tak¬ 
ing  back  mementos  from  the  battle  field*  Such  an  idea  borders  on 
taking  spoils  of  war*  The  meritorious  deeds  of  a  soldier  in  battles 
are  enough  as  his  trophy.  If  he  may  return  home  alive,  his  flesh 
and  blooa  will  make  the  finest  trophy  for  him.  If  you  wish  to  take 
something,  take  a  broken  piece  of  cannon  ball,  and  nothing  more." 

6*  As  stated  above,  neither  in  the  General  Staff  nor  in  the 
Staff  College  could  I  hear  the  General  utter  anything  which  sounded 
aggressive  or  bellicose.  On  the  contrary,  I  often  heard  him  say 
that  the  true  nature  of  “bu“  -  l*e*,  military  arts  in  general  - 
lay  in  the  prevention  of  war,  as  was  clearly  shown  by  the  etymology 
of  the  Chinese  character  “bu"  which  derived  its  origin  from  “glvln/' 
up  apos*" 
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7*  It;  happened  one  day  during  the  above  mentioned  trip  to 
Uanchurla  that  we  passed  through  a  Ullage  of  UanchurlanS}  where 
we  found  the  abandoned  corpse  of  a  Uanhhurlan  lying  on  the  ground. 
On  discovering  the  body,  the  General  called  the  students  together 
and  said  in  a  sad  and  Impressive  tone:  "Poor  fellowj  This  dead  mar 
may,  like  other  people,  have  parents  and  brothers.  Yet  In  this 
remote  place  there  Is  none  to  take  care  of  him  In  agonies  of 
death,  and  none  to  bury  him  after  death."  We  were  all  so  deeply 
mofed  by  his  hucMne  compassion  that  all  of  us  took  off  our  caps 
to  express  sorro\’'j  for  the  dead.  We  afterwards  learned  from  a  far¬ 
mer  In  the  neighborhood  that  the  dead  man  had  entered  the  village 
to  steal  hens  and  had  been  discovered  and  killed  by  the  villagers 
with  clubs.  The  farmer  added  that  within  a  few  days  or  so  dogs 
wandering  here  and  there  would  demolish  the  body.  We  were  very 
much  astonished  by  the  disorder  In  Uanchurla  at  thrt  time. 


8.  The  General  always  welcomed  his  visitors,  whether  they 
were  civilians,  his  subordinate  officers  or  young  students,  re¬ 
spected  their  personality  and  treated  them  with  courtesy,  kindli¬ 
ness  and  sympathy.  Whenever  young  officers  were  going  to  resort  to 
Imprudent  actions,  he  used  to  dissuade  them  from  such  frivolities. 


During  the  above  mentioned  trip  to  Uanchurla,  he  sometimes 
held  a  table  talk  with  the  students.  At  such  meetings  he  would  show 
the  right  way  for  the  Japanese  and  especially  for  the  Japanese  dol- 
diers.  "Be  manly  and  upright",  "be  upright  and  brosd-hearted"|etc* 
These  were  his  favorite  mottoes  which  were  the  rules  of  conduct  for 
all  those  who  were  enllg)itened  by  him. 


DEPONENT 


IIMURA.  Minoru  (seal) 
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On  this  26th^day  of 
August,  19^7 »  at  Tokyo. 


OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 


I,  HASUOKA,  Takaakl,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement 
was  sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal 
thereto  In  the  presence  or  this  witness. 


On  the  same  'date 
at  Tokyo. 


Witness  (signed) 
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